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Exam board wants complete freedom

TEENA THACKER
NEW DELHI, MARCH 24 *

The National Board of
Examination (NBE) has in
principle decided to con-
duct the Commeon
Entrance Test (CET) for
posi-graduate (PG) medical
students with a condition
that the NBE should be
given total “freedom” to
conduct the exam.

Sciences (AIIMS)
expressed its inability to
conduct the exam citing
lack of manpower, the

Union health ministry had'

approached the NBE to
conduct the exam for them
gealry this year. Sources
said that while the govern-
ing body of the NBE in
principle decided to con-
duct the exam, they have
also asked the government

The NBE has also
asked the govi to -
come out with
“eloar-cut”
responsibilities,
and that it shoulid
be documented

50 that there is no

“chosing the method of the
exam, setting up the ques-
tion papers, centres etc are
concerned,” sources said.
Officials believe that
“freedom” is needed for
conducting the exam as
inveclvement of too many
agencies could lead to leak-
ages. “The NBE is an inde-
pendent bedy and would
want to work like that,
There should be a water-

organisation so that there
are no leakages. One
agency should be given the
freedom.”

The NBE has also asked
the government to come
out with “clear-cut”
responsibilities, and that it
should be documented for
the agencies so that there
is no duplication and con-
fusion. “There could be a
MoU between the agencies

After
Institute  of

the All-India
Medical

statesman news service ;

KOLKATA, .24 MARCH: Oxford
University  will cellaborate  with
Calcutta University on 2 number of
research projects which will benefit
east India and Kolkata! -~ -

While visiting CU and nmghbounng
Presidency University today, Prof.
Andrew’ Hamilton, Vice-Chancellor of
Oxford University, said: “The partner-
ships wili'not only sustain the relasion-

ship between the two universitics but

that they should be given
full freedom as far as the

duplication

Statesman ND 25 Mar 2012

Oxford calling for Indian students

will also strengthen it.”

However, a partnership with
Presidency University is vet to be
explored. “Our university is 900 years
old. Presidency is only two years old.

. We have to explore the possibility of

potential collaborations. We would
love to have students of this universi-

Prof Hamilron said: “Since our uni-

. versity does not have a large endow-

ment, we cannot provide generous
scholarships like the universities of

America. But we are working hard to
raise more funds so that we can pro-
vide handsome scholarships 1o Indian
students. We are also pressing the gov-
ernment for post-study work visas.”

Yesterday Prof Hamilton, at IIT
Kharagpur, had detlared the new poli-
cy of Oxford Univessity to open its gate
to ISC and CBSE students scormg at
least 90 per cent.

Coltaboration of departments like
English, Law and History between CU

‘and Oxford University are on cards.

tight system. The exam
should be handled by one

involved so that there is no
confusion,” sources said.

Meanwhile, CU has already received

‘2 grant of 70,000 pounds from the
‘Welcome Trust, UK, for-a project on

the history of science and public

- health. With the aid of 12,000 pounds
_ from the British Council, CU will initi-

ate a project on. knowledge transfer
with Oxford University.

Commenting on the politicisation of
education in the state, the V-C said: "]
do not think depaolwicisation is a realis-
tic idea. Politics is everywhere, But I
opposc viclence.”



Vijetha S.N

NEW DELHI: “I am an ordinary
guy with an extraordinary
story. I will tell you my story
and what education and
learning meant to me, but
there may or may not be a
lesson there,” said Dr. Sam Pi-
troda, adviser to the Prime
Minister on Public Informa-
tion, Infrastructure and In-
npvations, before addressing
Delhi University’s 89" An-
nual Convocation here on
Saturday.

More than 300 Ph.D. schol-
ars dressed in red robes with
matching mortarboard caps
and yellow cravats received
their degrees from the Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Dinesh
Singh, who after awarding the
degrees declared, “I, with the
powers vested in me as the
Vice-Chancellor...confer
these degrees to those pre-
sent and in absenteeism,” be-
fore’ reverentially
introducing Dr, Pitroda in
Hindi: “I can only think of Dr,
Pitroda as a young man of 20
years with all the many things
that he does.”

Thereafter it was the turn

of the young ladies andl men
in black robes with matching
mortarboard caps and yellow
cravats to come on to the
stage to receive the 150 med-
als and 50 prizes for academic

B
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“Do not discuss, just do your job"

More than 300 Ph.D. scholars get degrees at Delhi University convocation

MOMENY OF JOY: Students celebrating after receiving their degrees at the 89th
annual Convocation of Delhi University on Saturday. - PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

excellence from Dr. Pitroda.
Some of the students walk-
ed away clutching three or
four medals each and several
prizes. “I have two gold med-
als and one silver medal and I
intend to get an M.Phil. fol-
lowed by a Ph.D,” said a glee-
ful mathematics student
Nikita Garg. Her friend Ar-
chana Chandrashekaran also
got two gold medals for so-
ciology and says she will one

day ace the Civil Services ex-
ams, whereas Mansi Bharga-
va, also armed with two gold
medals for corporational re-
search, wants to top the NET
exams.

Dr. Pitroda had a very spe-
cial message for these very
ambitious young ladies and
their peers. “The most impor-
tant thing for you is to build
up a strong self. Many in In-
dia have fragile self-esteems

and everybody is ready to be
hurt. You should build a
strong, able self that cannot
be shaken..Get out of your
self, don’t think about things
like ‘how would I look if I do
it? Who would insult me?
How do I show off? Educa-
tion does not teach you about
the self, it just gives you a
strong foundation to build
the self,” he said after relating
his life story which began in

the April of 1962 when he had
just graduated in physics.

“I was young, energetic and
stupid,” he said, and, after the
laughter had died down, be-
gan to explain his extracrdin-
ary journey from an obscure
village in India to his current
position as the Prime Minis-
ter’s adviser, He is also cred-
ited with heralding the
telecom revolution in India in
the 1980s as technology ad-
viser to the then Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi.

“In the 1980s I came back
te India, tried to unsuccess-
fully make a telephone call to
my wife in Chicago. So with a
little arrogance and lots of ig-
norance, I decided to fix tele-
phones in this country over
the next decade,” he said,
adding that if he had foreseen
the labyrinth of bureaucracy
that he would have to con-

- tend with to achieve his goals

he would never have attempt-
ed anything, A heart attack
and bad finances forced him
to leave the country for an-
other decade.

“Do not discuss, just do
your job and do it against all
odds. Bureaucracy and rules
are there as barriers, never be
afraid of a big dream that
looks wild...this is my final
message for all those who
start their journey today,” he
concluded,

L
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Afterthe convocation at Vice Regal Lodge, North Campus.  TaswiTosovaL

- Teachers should be
mentors: Pitroda at
DU convocation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELH! | MARCH 24

THE UNIVERSITY of Delhi hosted
its 89th annual convocation at the
Vice Regal Lodge at the North
Campus on Saturday.

The ceremony, during which
414 PhDs and more than 200
medals and prizes were awarded,
was marked by old world tradition.
It began with a colourful proces-
sion of students and teachers —the
chief guest Dr Sam Pitroda, Vice-
Chancellor Dinesh Singh and other
top DU officials in purple robes, Ex-
ecutive Council members and PhD
awardees in red and medal winners
in black — taking their places in-
side the convendion hall.

“The advent of Internet and
communication technology has
altered higher education forever,
and has also changed the role
of teachers,” Pitroda said in his
address. “(Earlier) Teachers spent
most of their time creating and
delivering content. Today, I don't
need teachers to to deliver con-
tent. Content prepared by the

jbest of people from all over

| the world is available online. To-
day, I need a teacher as a men-
tor,” he said. -

Pitroda, advisor to the Prime
Minister in Information, Infra-
structure and Innovations, was the
chief guest. Pitroda, in his address,
was nostalgic about his early years
in a small village in Odisha.
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Private colleges looking to
shut down triple in a year

MANY OF THESE
INSTITUTES SAY THEY
ARE UNABLE TO GET
STUDENTS DUE TO

Vanita Srivastava
& vanita shrivastava@hindustantimas com

REW DELHL As many as 138 pri-
vate institutes across the coun-
try, including 65 management
and 15 engineering colleges,
have sought permission to close
from the All India Council for
Technical Edueation (AICTE).
This is more than three times
the number of institutes that
had come up with the request
last year.

“We have received applica-
tions for elosure from 138 insti-
tutes. But the final closure can
be done only after we get a no-
objection certificate from the
state governments and the uni-
versities concerned,” said SS
Mantha, chairman, AICTE.

Of the 138 colleges that have
sought permission in this

regard, 53 are from Andhra
Pradesh. As many as 3,800 engi-
neering colleges and 4,000
management colleges in the
country come under the AICTE.
Mantha said the council has
received applications for open-
ing 669 new institutes this year.
“If we take this into considera-
tion, I am sure there will be an
overall increase in the number
of institutes, even after elosure
of some that have applied.”
Stating that a majority of the
institutes say they are not able

Hindu ND. 25.03.2012, P-4

to get students, he said, “Most
of them are located in remote
areas, possess poor infrastrue-
ture facilities, and have practi-
cally zero interaction with indus-
tries. The institutes will have to
enhance interaction with the
industry if they want to boost
employment opportunities for
students,” he said.

In a bid to bolster industry-
mstltute interaction and
increase employment, the
AICTE will identify private insti-
tutes across the country on a
nominative basis, where indus-
tries can set up their research
arms, Mantha said. “To begin
with, we will identify 100 insti-
tutes where industries can set
up research centres from the
next academic session. This can
later develop into clusters,” he
added.

Career Optlons for Engineering Graduates

q cross generations and ge-
graphies throughout the
nation, it is believed without
doubt that career in Engineer-
ing is one of the most sought
after options for bright stu-
dents across the country.
Mushrooming of  several
hundred engineering colleges
in the recent years, along with
presence of Ivy League colleg-
es across the length and width
of the country is a testimony to
engineering being considered
as the hottest career option
among conventionat and non
conventional careers availa-
ble. . .
Opportunities for

Engineers

There has also been no
dearth of opportunities for as-
pirants after, graduation in en-
gineering. The career options
(for engineers) can range from
esteemed Indian Engineering
Services (IES) or, jobs in Pub-

lic Sector Units (PSU) offering
iversified  challenei .

there are other options for en-
gineers like Civil Services,
State Engineering Services,
MBA, Banking Sector, De-
fence Services, higher study
abroad through GRE and
GMAT. OLher career options
canbe job ini tech-

ments'like Indian Railways,
Military Engineering Services,
Central Engineering Services,
Telecommunication Depart-
ment, and Central Water Ser-
vices among others. Out of
approximately close to one
lakh aspi lyi

nology sector.

N and
stable career options, to re-
search and development,
teaching and prestigious pri-
vate sector lucrative jobs after
Masters in respective disci-
pline in engineering after qual-
ifying Graduate aptitude testin
engineering (GATE).

Post engineering degree

Indian
Engineering

Among them, the best, pres-
tigious and most coveted ca-
reer remains the esteemed
Indian ing Services

very
year, only a few hundred are
recruited every year. InIES, an
engineer gets an opportunity to
handle technically challenging
roles and tasks which have a
direct bearing on the building
of i and services

(IES). Through IES a candi-
date will be able to start his
career in some of the most re-
puted government ' depart-

in our nation. It offers a highly
satisfying career with an op-
portunity to make a technolog-
ical impact on larger social

strata, high social stzms and
not to mention good compen-~
sation and benefits for family
and dependents.

Made Easy’s role

In the light of above, the
Made Easy has been standing
tall as an undisputed best
coaching/training centre for
Engineering Services Examin-
ation. Made Easy was estab-
lished (as IES Made Easy) way
back in 2001 under the able
guidance of its Managing Di-
rector Mr. B. Singh (Ex. IES).
Mr. Singh is an alumnus of
prestigious IT — BHU with the
distinction of qualifying Engi-
neering  Services Examin-

ations thrice. His visionary
leadership has~ transformed
Made Easy from a humble
education start-up in to a re-
nowned education power
house, known for churning
toppers consistently year after
year. The msxltule has a _pan
with

gineering, Computer Science/
IT and Instrumentation Engi-
neering. Apart from that, the
institution conducts Class-
room Test Series, Postal Test
Series, Online Test Series and
courses for Interview Guid-
ance. Made Easy also has a

India p

centres at Delhi, Noida, Hyd
erabad, Bhopal and Jaipur.
Made Easy also offers career
guidance through Classroom
and Postal Coaching Pro-
grammes in all the branches of
core engineering like Civil En-
gineering, Mechanical Engi-
neermg

unit called Made
Easy Publications which pub-
lishes several competitive
books for IES, GATE and

done through Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC)
through a combined compet-
itive examination known as
Engineering Services Examin-
ation (ESE). The recruitment is
done as per vacancies require-
ment which UPSC receives
from various departments be-
fore the notification of the ex-
am. Recruitment is done in the
branches of Civil Engineering,
i By oo

PSUs which are il at  Mech

leading book stalls across In-
dia.

Recruitment

Recruitment for the most
coveted posmons of Indian

Electrical
ing, El ics En

ing Services (rES) is

Electrical Engineering and
Electronics and Telecommuni-
cation Engineering. The mini-
mum age for writing the ESE is
21 while the maximum is 20
years.
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Youth choose exam over protest

Shaswati Das

m shasvati dasBhindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: Youths, who had par-
ticipated in earlier fasts of Anna
Hazare in the Capital, were
missing from the protest venue
at Jantar Mantar on Sunday.

Some students present at the
spot felt that the protest was
the poorly timed since most uni-
versities were in the process of
conducting exams.

“I had told my friends to join
me for the movement. But they
didn't come since this is exam
time. Students in most of the
universities are busy with
exams. Even thourh the cause

| had asked my friends to
join me at Jantar Mantar.
But their exams are on

VIKALP 500D
GGESIPU

15 good, Not many students have
come because it means wasting
precious study time,” said
Vikalp Sood, a student of
GGSIPU, While exams at Delhi
University (DU) and Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University (GGSIPU) will begin
next month, some students of
the Indian Institute of
Technology (1I'T}. who had fin-

It is sad that the youth
are not participating.
Exams are just an excuse

PRITHVI DHINGRA
Deelhi Univarsity

Ishis] Chelr exams, mace a Driet
appearance.

Students have gince long been
a part of the movement. "We
have been supporting the move-
ment right from the time it start-
ed at the Ramlila Maidan in
August last vear,” said Brij
Kishore, a student of IT'T (Delhi).

Some students, however, said
eXams were just an excuse,



